CHORIC   SONG OF THE  LADIES
OF   LEMNOS

[The Lemnians having killed their husbands,
faced with the necessity of defending the Island,
resolve to press the crew of the Argo which carries
Hercules into marriage.]

STR. I.        WHO will marry Hercules?

Tell me if you can.
Who will catch his eye, and please
The strong silent man?

Who will make a happy home,

For duty and desire:
In Summer tend the honeycomb,

In Winter tend the fire?

ANTIS. I.     What exactly is the sense, .

And substance of your song?
Is his strength in reticence;
Or is he, silent, strong?

Often strong and silent men,

With sorra much to say.
Are with young and old women

Winsome in their way.

EPOS. I.      *Tis the great Tirynthian groom,

A boyo hard to parry!
Rather ask the question whom
Hercules will marry.
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